The Public Ought to Know: The City's Independent
Budget Office (IBO) reports that the City has a net
outmigration of income tax filers despite its population
increase during the period 1989-2007. It examined
“Internal Revenue Service data to track New York City
in-migration and out-migration from 1989 through
2007--how many “tax filers” came, went, and stayed
each year along with household size and income.” (IBO
email 2009-12-23) IBO notes an additional concern: a
noticeable outflow of higher income tax filers. While
IBO correlates a decline in filers since 9/11, a more
important set of data requires examination: The Public
Ought to Know, not only whether the filers left the City
but, whether the filers' jobs remained here. If available
that data would be useful in connection with any further
discussions of restoring the non-resident income tax,
perhaps in the form (see page 3, 2" paragraph from
bottom of preceding link) I have argued for both in and

out of government.
— (loney Bearak

Excerpt from New York City Independent Budget Office, Fisca/ Bicf, December 20059, Where They

Came From, Where They Went:
SUMMARY

WM#&%I@% WW%WQ?W with new arrivals co minjﬁom f;lr

overseas or as C/OJ‘G anth across t,/:e %l[e}'@]’l. fven as t/;ou&ﬂ]’lll:f ofnew‘ W;W %rk‘eref arn've eac/?]ear, ma:n]

others t[efart. This annual co ming anc[joinj fas important z'mf/z'catz'on&fwr the cz'ty, not the least 0f which is its
effect on tax revenues.
IBO Fas examinec[ffnternaf&venue Dervice ta;cﬁ/er county-to-county migration data to track How %rf ‘G@, in-
migration anc[out—mijration ﬁom 1989~2007, as well as moves within the citt}/ over tfﬂt(]oeriof. o@/trac(inj the tax
return&ﬁ/etfb}/ mzjrant& the year 5efore tfey came to the cz'f}/ and the year t/rej /eﬁ, we can get a]az'cture of fow
many came, went, antf.stt{yec[eac/fjear a/onj with kouselfiold size and income fevel.
Wihite the overafffofufutien of W;W %vrf ‘Glfyjrew between 1989 and 2007, more individuals and Fousekolds
who filed tax returns, or “ta.xﬂ/ers, "moved out of the city than moved in eacﬁyear, although the difference hias
jeneraffj narrowed over time. %mcnj the re]aort:f other k‘e’}/ﬁnﬁnjs:
Oéu@oinj taﬁcﬁfer& /:ﬂ([esu&rtantia/f] /ﬁc'jr/:er inﬁation»atljudtet[z’ncome& than inco ming ta,xﬁ/ero" in every
year between 1997 and 2007. Tke 2006 average rea/z'ncome]aer return ofzoo]’ in-migrants was 55},400,
compared with 566,1,oofcrﬁ/ers who fefi the city.
o Since 2004, in-migration of ta.xﬁfenf /;asjrown Jtronjfy while out-migration feve/ec[off and then
declined. ﬁ’n 2007, rouj/f‘/}/ 12},500ﬁ/ero" moved out of %W %rk‘ Gl}/,juJ‘t 17,464 more than the number
who moved in.
Ofac/fjearﬁom 1989 to 2007 the average number of exemptions per outgoing ta.xﬁ/er exceeded the
average numﬁer]aer incoming return, suggesting that extting taxﬁfers were more fz’k‘er/}/ to kave children
and Jess /i/(e{}/ to be Jinj/e than newcomers to the cz'g/.
Omxft{}/er migration data provide fittle evidence of a /arje or /aJtinj 3g79tem/7—er 11 Meffect. c&t/fer than
the mass exodus some oﬁ&erver&fcrectwt, the number cf taxﬁ/erJ /eavz'nj W;W %rk‘ ng in 2002 actua/{}/
declined. @gﬂ:ft/&a entire report M.j
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